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CounterPULSE ADAIR Program hosts

Summer Arts and Activism Residency by

Jo Kreiter/Flyaway Productions and SF Oasis for Girls

culminating in a performance on Wednesday, August 23rd at 6:30 pm.

3 July, 2006—For two months this summer, CounterPULSE will provide an artistic home for teenage girls exploring strength, independence and advocacy through the practice of aerial dance.  Swinging containers of corn and a hanging steel box of seeds take on special political meaning as girls from the San Francisco Oasis for Girls team up in a unique collaboration with CounterPULSE and Jo Kreiter’s Flyaway Productions. The youth residency is funded by the Potrero Nuevo Fund of the Tides Foundation.

The end result, a performance on Wednesday, August 23rd, will include original work by the girls, as well as a sneak preview of Kreiter’s upcoming “Live Billboard Project.”


Since its inception in 1996, Flyaway Productions has offered a wide variety of performing and dance training programs for youth.  The professional company, composed entirely of women, is acclaimed for its apparatus-based dances that expose the range and power of female physicality.  This summer’s residency combines free workshops for teenage girls with an intensive rehearsal process leading up to the opening of the company’s “Living Billboard Project” in October.  Kreiter says of the workshops,  “Primarily through teaching off-the-ground dancing, we inspire students to gain control of their bodies. We draw a through line from the physical state of freedom from gravity, to the spiritual, emotional and mental freedom from unwanted constraints. Students experience awe, delight, challenge, and the transformation of fear.”

During the Arts and Activism Project, 12 girls age 14-17 will meet with the company three times a week. The project focuses on dance/performance as a tool for political activism. The students will explore the complex issue of genetically modified food, as it affects their daily life. Kreiter says, “We also want to teach our particular model of politically derived art with a greater depth and duration.  The project integrates artistic exploration and political advocacy and features new partnerships with Oasis for Girls and CounterPULSE.”


According to Jessica Robinson, Executive Director of CounterPULSE, “CounterPULSE has become known for its unique blend of arts and activism, supporting artists in taking political risks, as well as engaging local communities in the process of art-making.  As one of San Francisco’s few arts spaces that’s available for aerial performance, we see Kreiter’s blend of activism, education, and stunning aerial performance as a perfect fit for the ADAIR program.”

Also in development during the residency, "The Live Billboard Project" introduces site-specific dance into the commercial theater that large-scale billboard advertising has become. "Live" means four dancers will be suspended within the billboard design.  Flyaway is creating the project to examine the effect of women's images in public space, and to encourage conversation about loss of public space to corporate messaging.  The full-scale performance will be presented October 4-8, 2006 at 24th and Mission Streets in the Mission.


About Flyaway Productions

Flyaway Productions performs apparatus-based dances that expose the range and power of female physicality.  Founded in 1996 by Jo Kreiter, the company integrates risk, spectacle and social potency. The San Francisco Chronicle's Datebook has said: "(Kreiter's) new work continues Flyaway's approach of tackling political issues with stunning visual metaphors" (2004). The San Francisco Examiner has said of her choreography, "substance trumps considerable spectacle" (2001).  

In both site and stage performance the dancers work with flight as an expressive medium within a larger context. The artistry of spinning, flying, and exquisite suspension is inlaid into a political or social intent. In collaboration with skilled designers and fabricators, we have created dances for a three-story fire escape, a hanging steel umbrella, a circling merry-go-round, suspended containers of salt, a steel-framed bath and flying poles.  We have also made dances for rooftops, building walls and the last remaining hand-operated crane on San Francisco's waterfront.

The work is part of a feminist discourse on the body and the transformation of women's images in the public domain, as a means to affect women's self-esteem in their public and private lives.  As described by dance critic Rita Felciano, "Kreiter's feats of athletic dance are a philosophical assertion. On one level, with their emphasis on upper body strength and embrace of physical risk, they're a feminist statement, celebrating the potential of the female body...but on another level her choreography affirms the simple sensuousness and communicative power of the human body."


About CounterPULSE

CounterPULSE (founded in 1992 as 848 Community Space) provides space and resources for low-income and emerging artists, acting as a catalyst for the creation of original, socially relevant art and grassroots cultural experimentation by artists, activists, and community builders.  CounterPULSE offers a multi-disciplinary Artist in Residence Program, the Aerial Dance Artists in Residence (ADAIR) Program, and several annual festivals including STREAM/fest for emerging performers.  Other programs include a gallery showcasing local artists, cultural events and participatory discussion forums, as well as a high-quality season of contemporary dance and performance. CounterPULSE works towards a world that celebrates a diversity of race, class, ability, gender identity & sexual orientation. No one will be turned away for lack of money for any event held at CounterPULSE.  The Aerial Dance Artist in Residence Program is made possible by funding from the Fleishhacker Foundation.

About Oasis for Girls

Oasis for Girls provides a safe space where girls and young women are inspired and empowered to become strong and creative women in their communities. Oasis for Girls provides year-round services through culturally relevant and gender specific arts, education, health, life skills, leadership development, and technology /media programming. Girls and young women have access to resources and a community of adult mentors and supporters that help them grow and develop skills to empower and enrich their lives.

Oasis for Girls’ Arts Apprenticeship program is supported by the Bill Graham Foundation, Eva Gunther Foundation, Hass Jr. Fund,  Kimball Foundation

Van Loben Sels/RembeRock Foundation, Milagro Foundation Nicholson Family Foundation, Irene Scully Foundation and the Tides Foundation.

CALENDAR LISTING: 

WHO: CounterPULSE, Flyaway Productions, and the San Francisco Oasis for Girls

WHAT: “Seeds, Grains and Other Dances”

Students from Jo Kreiter/Flyaway Productions’ residency with SF Oasis for Girls perform their own dances, while Flyaway Productions offers a sneak preview of its upcoming “Live Billboard Project.”

WHEN: Wednesday, August 23rd, 6:30 pm


WHERE: CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission St. @ 9th in San Francisco 

TICKETS: $5 (children 14 and under FREE, no one turned away)

INFO: 415-435-7552 or info@counterpulse.org 

WEB: www.flyawayproductions.com or www.counterpulse.org 

High-resolution images available upon request.
